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PROGRAMME 
 

Saturday, 18 April 
 

 
09.30 Welcome by the Organisers 

 
- Vassilis Tzevelekos 

 
Round of Introductions 
 
 

09.45-10.45 Opening Plenary Discussion: Understanding the 
Current Moment  
 
Chair: Aris Georgopoulos 
 
 

10.45-11.45 Europe at a Crossroads: Internal Strains, 
External Pressures  
 
Chair: Nikitas Konstantinidis 
 

- George Pagoulatos 
- Effrosyni Pavlakoudi 

 
 

11.45-12.00 Coffee break 
 
 

12.00-13.00 A World at War? Ukraine, Iran, and Global 
Geopolitics 
 
Chair: Mykola Gnatovskyy 
 

- Ino Afentouli 
- Dimitris Keridis 

 
 

13.00-14.00 The Greek Economy in a Global Environment of 
Trade, Foreign Direct Investment, and Economic 
Uncertainty 
 
Chair: Effrosyni Pavlakoudi 
 

- Dimitris Skalkos 
- Plutarchos Sakellaris 
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14.00-15.00 Lunch break 
 
 

15.00-16.00 Industrial Policy and Competitiveness: Priorities 
and Challenges for Europe and Greece 
 
Chair: Chris Uregian  
 

- Nathalie Berger  
- Nikos Vettas  

 
 

16.00-16.15 Coffee break 
 
 

16.15-17.15 The Greek Economy: Reform, Resilience, and 
Challenges 
 
Chair: Ino Afentouli  
 

- Sotiris Georganas 
- Georges Siotis 

 
 

19.00 Dinner  
 
 

20.15 Transfer to Old Venetian Harbour of Chania 
Optional transfer for participants to spend the evening in the Old 
Venetian Harbour of Chania at their discretion, making their own 
arrangements. 
 
 

23.15 Return transfer to the hotel 
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Sunday, 19 April 
 
 
09.30-10.30 Tax, Risk and Debt: The Role of Central Banks 

 
Chair: Plutarchos Sakellaris 
 

- Michel Habib  
- Nicolas Véron 

 
 

10.30-11.30 Global Trade Governance in Transition: The WTO 
and Beyond 
 
Chair: Nikos Vettas 
 

- Henrik Horn 
- Petros Mavroidis 

 
 

11.30-11.45 Coffee break 
 
 

11.45-12.45 Europe’s Response(s) to Migration: Challenges, 
Trade-offs, and Opportunities 
 
Chair: Vasiliki Georgiadou  
 

- Hugo Brady 
- Olga Poiedynok 

 
 

12.45-13.45 Illiberal Trends in Western Democracies 
 
Chair: Elias Dinas 
 

- Vasiliki Georgiadou 
- Lamprini Rori 

 
 

13.45-14.45 Lunch break 
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14.45-15.45 Responding to Illiberal Trends: The Council of 
Europe Between Promise and Constraint 
 
Chair: Lamprini Rori 
 

- Christos Giakoumopoulos 
- Mykola Gnatovskyy 

 
 

15.45-16.00 Coffee break 
 
 

16.00-17.00 Taking Stock: Where We Stand and What Lies 
Ahead 
 
Chair: Vassilis Tzevelekos 
 
 

20.00 Dinner at the Rooftop Restaurant of the hotel 
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PARTICIPANTS 
 
Ino Afentouli is Senior Policy Advisor and Head of the Observatory of 
Geopolitics and Diplomacy at the Hellenic Foundation for Foreign and 
European Policy (ELIAMEP). She has a multiyear experience in 
international relations, defense and security as well as Public Diplomacy 
and Strategic Communications. She served from 2022 to 2025 as 
Executive Director of the Institute of International Relations (IDIS), 
Greece’s leading university research institute, affiliated to the 
Department of International and European Studies at the Panteion 
University of Social and Political Sciences. During 2002-2022, she served 
as Programme Manager at NATO’s Public Diplomacy Division. In this 
capacity, she was responsible for the design and implementation of the 
communications strategy of the organisation towards the member states 
of the Southern flank, as well as towards the partner countries in the 
Caucasus and Central Asia. Prior to joining NATO, she was a journalist 
specialised in foreign and European affairs, and she worked for Greek 
media outlets (Kathimerini daily, Sky Radio, Star Channel, Athens News 
Agency) as well as the Economist Intelligence Unit-Greek edition. For her 
work, she was awarded with the Calligas prize attributed by the European 
Journalists Association. She studied Law at the University of Athens and 
Political Science and Political Communication at the University of Paris I 
Panthéon-Sorbonne and Paris II Panthéon-Assas. She is the author of 
three books and numerous articles and founding member of the Israeli-
Hellenic Forum and of the Greek-Turkish Forum. 
 
Nathalie Berger is Director for Competitiveness Coordination, Directorate-
General for Internal Market, Industry, Entrepreneurship & SMEs (GROW) 
at the European Commission, where she leads strategic work on 
competitiveness and public investment, public procurement and 
Intellectual Property rights. Before joining DG GROW in 2025, she held 
senior roles in DG REFORM and FISMA covering areas such as industrial 
ecosystems, post-crisis financial regulation, and structural reforms. 
Before joining the Commission, she worked as a legal adviser, consultant, 
and academic specialising in European law and political science. Nathalie 
Berger holds a Ph.D. in Public law (European law) and a B.A. in Political 
Sciences, Robert Schuman University. 
 
Hugo Brady is a senior strategic advisor at the International Centre for 
Migration Policy Development (ICMPD). Previously, he served in the 
cabinet of Donald Tusk, President of the European Council, as 
speechwriter and home affairs adviser. He was cabinet lead on some 
aspects of Brexit (NI), as well as relations with Ireland. Formerly, he was 
a senior associate analyst at the European Union Institute for Security 
Studies and, from May 2013-May 2015, a visiting fellow at the London 
School of Economics. He was also senior research fellow with the Centre 
for European Reform, specialising in EU institutions, justice and home 
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affairs, and Britain's European debate. From 2010-2014, Mr Brady served 
as the CER's first representative in Brussels. Prior to becoming a senior 
fellow, he also worked at the Department of Foreign Affairs and Institute 
for International and European Affairs in Ireland. 
 
Elias Dinas holds the Swiss Chair in Federalism, Democracy and 
International Governance at the European University Institute (EUI), 
where he is also currently the Head of Political and Social Sciences 
Department. Before going to the EUI, he was Associate Professor in 
Comparative Politics at Oxford, where he was also a Tutorial Fellow at 
Brasenose College. His research looks into the role of history in the 
formation of political and national identities. His ERC project POSTNORM 
traces the formation of ideological norms in democracies that emerge 
after the fall of authoritarian rule. Findings from his research have been 
discussed in the New York Times, the Economist and the Greek Parliament 
 
Sotiris Georganas teaches and does research in applied microeconomics 
at City, University of London (as Reader in Behavioural Economics). He 
did his undergraduate studies and Ph.D. in Bonn, with longer stays at the 
Universitat Pompeu Fabra, Barcelona. Since, he has worked at, or visited 
several universities (Royal Holloway, NUY, Ecole Polytechnique). His 
research ranges from models of bounded rationality and auctions to 
large-scale surveys, experimental methodology and the stability of 
preferences. 
 
Vasiliki Georgiadou is professor at the Department of Political Science and 
History at Panteion University of Social and Political Sciences. She also 
serves as Director and President of the Board of Directors of the National 
Center for Social Research (EKKE) in Greece. She studied political science 
at Panteion University in Athens and at the Institute of Politology in 
Münster, Germany, and holds a Ph.D. from the Faculty of Philosophy at 
the Westphalian Wilhelms University of Münster. Her research focuses on 
far-right parties and movements, populism, radicalism, political violence, 
and violent extremism. She has led and participated in numerous national 
and European research projects, including DeMoLiSH (HFRI-funded). 
EnTrust (Horizon 2020), MEN4Dem (Horizon Europe). 
 
Aris Georgopoulos is Assistant Professor in Public Law and European Law 
at the School of Law of the University of Nottingham and Head of the 
Research Unit for Innovation, AI, Strategic and Defence Procurement of 
the Public Procurement Research Group (PPRG). He is also Co-Lead of the 
Research Unit Public Procurement Human Rights and Social 
Sustainability. He has acted as expert advisor to companies in the area 
of public, strategic and defence procurement compliance and to national 
authorities, to international organisations and institutions (such as the 
OECD, the World Bank, the European Central Bank, the European Court 
of Auditors, the European Trade Union Institute and the USAID) in the 
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areas of public, strategic, defence procurement regulatory reform. He has 
been Global Governance Fellow at the Robert Schuman Centre for 
Advanced Studies (RSCAS) of the European University Institute (EUI) in 
Florence. He has been also a Grotius Fellow at the Law School of the 
University of Michigan, Visiting Fellow at the University of Castilla la 
Mancha and at the University of Neuchâtel. His research interests lie in 
the area of public law, EU Law, public procurement law and policy and 
the intersections of these fields with new technologies such as Artificial 
Intelligence. He has taught at Universities in the United States, Brazil, 
China, Colombia, Greece, Italy, Malaysia, Serbia and Turkey. He is a 
member of the editorial board of the ‘Public Procurement Law Review’ 
and member of the scientific committee of the ‘Revista Digital de Derecho 
Administrativo’. He has published widely in the fields of public 
procurement, strategic procurement, including COVID-19 healthcare 
procurement, defence procurement law and policy, public law and EU law. 
He has received a number of scholarships and awards including funding 
for projects under the aegis of the British Academy and Innovate UK 
(more recently a prestigious British Academy Innovation Fellowship in the 
area of public procurement, Artificial Intelligence, machine learning and 
big data analysis). Moreover, he has been member of the jury for the 1 
st European Innovation Procurement Awards organised by the European 
Commission, the European Innovation Council and the SMEs Executive 
Agency (EISMEA). His personal blog, https://arisoflawxley.com is a 
platform for sharing his thoughts and ideas on issues that trigger his 
attention in his academic and advisory/consultancy work. He speaks 
Greek, English, French and Spanish and has knowledge of German and 
Russian. 
 
Christos Giakoumopoulos is a member of the Executive Board of the 
European Union Agency for Fundamental Rights. Until his retirement in 
August 2024, he was Director General for Human Rights and the Rule of 
Law in the Council of Europe. Before 2017 he exercised as Director for 
Human Rights, Director of Monitoring, Legal Counsel of the Council of 
Europe Development Bank and Director of the Office of the Commissioner 
for Human Rights, Alvaro Gil Robles. From 1987 to 2002 he worked as a 
legal officer in the European Court (and Commission) of Human Rights 
and was Deputy Executive Secretary of the Venice Commission (European 
Commission for Democracy through Law). In the period 2014-2016 he 
was Special Representative of the Secretary General of the Council of 
Europe for Ukraine. Before joining the Council of Europe in 1987, he was 
lawyer at the Athens Bar and worked as legal adviser for the Greek 
Ministry of Labour in Athens and in Düsseldorf. 
 
Mykola Gnatovskyy is a Judge of the European Court of Human Rights in 
respect of Ukraine, serving since 27 June 2022, and Professor of 
International Law at the Department of International Law of the Institute 
of International Relations, Taras Shevchenko National University of Kyiv. 
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He is a former President of the Council of Europe’s European Committee 
for the Prevention of Torture. He has also held visiting professorships at 
numerous universities in Ukraine and internationally. He serves as First 
Vice-President of the Ukrainian Association of International Law and is a 
member of the editorial boards of several international law journals and 
yearbooks published across Europe. 
 
Michel Habib is Professor of Finance at the University of Zurich and 
member of the Swiss Finance Institute.  His research interests are 
corporate finance and the theory of the firm.  His research has appeared 
in a number of academic and practitioner publications, such as the 
International Review of Law and Economics, the Journal of Business, the 
Journal of Business, Finance and Accounting, the Journal of the European 
Economic Association, the Journal of Finance, the Journal of Financial 
Intermediation, the Journal of Mathematical Economics, Management 
Science, the Review of Corporate Finance Studies, the Review of Financial 
Studies, and the Journal of Applied Corporate Finance.  He is a co-
recipient of the Prix Maurice Allais de Science Économique, was director 
of NCCR FINRISK and is Research Fellow at the Center for Economic Policy 
Research and the Wharton Financial Institutions Center.  He is a graduate 
of McGill University and the Wharton School of the University of 
Pennsylvania and was Associate Professor of Finance at the London 
Business School prior to joining the University of Zurich.  
 
Henrik Horn is Professor of International Economics at the Research 
Institute of Industrial Economics in Stockholm. His work lies at the 
intersection of Economics and Law, with a particular focus on the design 
of trade agreements and investment treaties, and on competition issues. 
In addition to various academic positions, he has worked at the WTO, 
served as expert judge at the Swedish appellate court for competition 
and marketing law, and he has been Chief Reporter for an American Law 
Institute project on WTO law jointly with Petros C. Mavroidis.  
 
Dimitris Keridis is a Member of the Hellenic Parliament, Chief 
Parliamentary Party Spokesperson for New Democracy and Vice-Chair of 
the Parliamentary Committee on Defense and Foreign Affairs and of the 
Greek Delegation to NATO's PA. He served as Minister of Migration and 
Asylum of Greece from June 2023 to June 2024. He was first elected to 
Parliament in July 2019, representing Athens North, and was re-elected 
in May and June 2023. He has served as Vice-Chair of the Parliamentary 
Committee on European Affairs and as Head of the Greek parliamentary 
delegation to the Conference on the Future of Europe, where he co-
chaired the Working Group on Migration. He has also been a member of 
the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe, the Inter-Party 
Committee for the Development of Thrace, and the Parliamentary 
Committee on Production and Trade, Public Administration and Defense 
Procurement. He is Professor of International Politics at Panteion 
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University and has taught at universities in Greece and abroad, including 
Harvard and Tufts. His research and publications focus on international 
politics, including nationalism and ethnic conflict, United States foreign 
policy, and Greek–Turkish relations. He has also worked in both the public 
and private sectors in Greece and internationally. 
 
Nikitas Konstantinidis currently holds the position of Associate Professor 
in International and Comparative Political Economy at IE University, 
where he has also served as Acting Vice Dean of Academic Affairs. 
Previously he was University Lecturer in International Political Economy 
in the Department of Politics and International Studies (POLIS), Fellow in 
Political Science and Public Policy in the Department of Government of 
the London School of Economics and Political Science (LSE), and a post-
doctoral researcher at the Institut Barcelona d’ Estudis Internacionals 
(IBEI). He received his PhD in Political Economy from the Princeton School 
of Public and International Affairs, Princeton University, and has further 
pursued postgraduate studies in public policy at the Kennedy School of 
Government, Harvard University, and undergraduate studies at the LSE. 
His main research interests lie in the areas of comparative and 
international political economy, applied formal theory, regional 
integration, international organisations, and European Union politics. 
Current research projects include the effects of globalisation on 
democratic political systems, models of electoral accountability and party 
polarisation under supranational policy constraints, and the formal 
analysis of government ownership of IFI conditional lending programs. 
His research material is available on his respective profiles in Google 
Scholar and Academia.edu. He has also been active in terms of blogging, 
writing op-eds, and tweeting (@nikkon7). 
 
Petros C Mavroidis is Edwin B. Parker Professor of Foreign & Comparative 
Law at Columbia Law School, a member of the Institut de Droit 
International and an arbitrator, among other areas in trade law, 
competition law and sports law.   
 
George Pagoulatos is the Ambassador of Greece to the OECD and 
Professor of European Politics and Economy at the Athens University of 
Economics & Business (AUEB), and Visiting Professor at the College of 
Europe in Bruges. He was Senior Advisor and Director of Strategy at the 
PM Office under prime ministers Lucas Papademos and P. Pikrammenos 
(2011-12). He is a member of the Board of Directors of Athens-based 
ELIAMEP and the European Policy Centre (EPC) in Brussels, and serves in 
the advisory board of several institutions. He was High Council member 
of the European University Institute (2010-13) and president of ECSA-
Greece (2013-14). He has been writing a regular column in the Sunday 
edition of Greece’s main centrist daily Kathimerini since 2007. He holds a 
doctorate from the University of Oxford, where he was a Rhodes scholar. 
His publications focus on EMU and the EU, the political economy of Greece 
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and Southern Europe, economic governance, and the political economy 
of reform.  
 
Kiriakos Papadakis has studied Economics in London School of Economics 
(BSc Economics) and Cambridge University (MPhil Economics). He has 
worked in various finance/banking positions ranging from Corporate 
Finance-Citigroup (London, M&A Financial Institutions Group team), sell-
side Capital Markets-JPMorgan (London, Structuring team of Asset 
Backed Securities and Covered Bonds) and investment-side Panthir 
Capital (Hedge Fund). During his banking career he focused on FIG/Retail 
Banking clients and the use of wholesale funding following the regulatory 
procedures and changes on capital requirements (Basel agreements, 
Capital Requirement Directive in EU) and participated in discussions for 
the establishment of Covered Bond legislation in different countries 
(including US). Currently focused on Investment advisory & management 
of existing investments ranging from finance to tourism by being Senior 
Partner in SeaCrete Hotels (www.seacretehotels.com) and Decidendi 
Consultants. In the tourism sector his team has invested approximately 
€40.0mn between 2011 and 2022 in Greece and more specifically in 
Chania, Crete (investments/projects include: acquisition of more than 
65,000m2 size of lands by the beach, renovation of 214 rooms of existing 
4-star and 5-star property and construction of a new Resort of 
approximately 250 rooms). He has been elected for four consecutive 
times (3-year term) as the secretary of Chania Hotels Association, and 
he has been co-author in various finance articles analysing the market-
macro perspective and Sovereign Debt issues in Developed countries 
including Greece. 
 
Effrosyni Pavlakoudi is a freelance journalist specialising in investigative 
reporting and political analysis. She has conducted interviews with a 
diverse range of personalities across arts, politics, and social issues. Her 
roles span from census taker at the Hellenic Statistical Authority to an 
internship at BBC World Service. She has extensive media engagement, 
including positions as editor-in-chief at maga.gr, journalist at 
Fileleftheros, weekend editor-in-chief at Liberal.gr and assistant 
managing editor at KappaNews.gr, with responsibilities in content 
selection, verification, and article quality enhancement. She has also 
worked as a communications officer at the Greek Ministry of Tourism and 
as a journalist in the Press Office of the Ministry of Migration and Asylum, 
handling press releases and media relations. She holds a Master’s in Mass 
Communication from London Metropolitan University and a Bachelor’s 
degree in Media Studies & Social Research from University of East 
London. She is a native Greek speaker with high professional proficiency 
in English and conversational knowledge of French. 
 
Olga Poiedynok holds a PhD in International Law and serves as Associate 
Professor at the Department of International Law within the Institute of 
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International Relations at Taras Shevchenko National University of Kyiv. 
In addition, she chairs the Board of the NGO “Contemporary Law Studio” 
and presides over the Public (Civil Society) Council of the State Migration 
Service of Ukraine. Dr Poiedynok practices as an attorney-at-law in the 
private sector and holds the position of Vice-Chair for both the 
International Law and Gender Policy committees at the Ukrainian National 
Bar Association. Dr Poiedynok’s areas of expertise include 
citizenship/nationality, other personal status issues, and private 
international law, with a particular focus on international child abduction. 
Her experience encompasses both theoretical and practical aspects of 
multiple nationality, statelessness, the right to nationality, the legal 
status of individuals affected by ongoing armed conflict in Ukraine, 
gender issues, and the status of migrants and refugees. She regularly 
acts as a consultant for international institutions such as the Council of 
Europe, UNDP, and OSCE, and is frequently invited by Ukrainian 
governmental bodies and non-governmental organisations to provide 
guidance and training regarding Ukraine’s international legal obligations. 
Dr Poiedynok is also a regular commentator in the mass media, offering 
expert insights into current legal developments within her fields of 
specialisation. 
 
Lamprini Rori is Assistant Professor in Political Analysis at the National 
and Kapodistrian University of Athens. She received a BA in International 
and European Politics from the University of Macedonia (Greece), a MA in 
Political Sociology and Public Policy from Sciences Po Paris (IEP) and a 
MA in Political and Social Communication from Paris 1, Panthéon-
Sorbonne University (France), where she also defended her PhD (2015). 
Her doctoral dissertation examined how the professionalisation of political 
communication affected the organisational change of socialist parties in 
Europe from the mid-1970s until 2012. Before joining the University of 
Athens, she was a tenured Lecturer in Politics at Exeter University in the 
UK (2018-2021), Jean Monnet Fellow at the EUI (2020-2021), Early 
Career Fellow of the British School at Athens (2018-2019), post-doctoral 
fellow at the University of Oxford (2016-2017) and two-year EU Marie 
Curie Intra-European fellow (IEF), on the project “Social media and 
resurgent ethno-nationalism in Greece”, affiliated at Bournemouth 
University (UK) (2015-2017). Dr Rori is the Principal Investigator of the 
HFRI project “From Online Emotions to Offline Political Violence: OnE 
Offence” (2023-2025), PI of “From Anti-Americanism to Americanophilia: 
The US on the kaleidoscope of the Greek society, 1974-2024” (2024-
2025) and Investigator of the HFRI project “Detecting, Monitoring and 
Linking online Hate speech to offline Hate Crimes: DeMoLiSH” (2023-
2025). She has also been PI of “Misinformation and Affective Polarisation 
in Political Behaviour” (2023) and of the 2018-2019 LSE Research Project 
"Low-intensity violence in crisis-ridden Greece: evidence from the radical 
right and the radical left". She has coordinated the 2024 “EU&I” Voting 
Advice Application and the 2023 Voting Advice Application “What2vote”. 
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She is currently member of the ECPR Steering Committee of the group 
on Political Violence, Member of Board of the Greek Political Science 
Association and Member of the Editorial Board of the Greek Social 
Sciences Review. For several years she has been member of board of the 
Greek Politics Specialist Group of the UK Political Studies Association, 
where she also served as Press Relations officer. She has participated in 
research projects on political behaviour in crisis-ridden Greece (hate 
speech and hate crime, violent extremism and radicalisation, youth 
political behaviour, radicalism, indignant movements) and the Greek 
diaspora. She has published on party change, elections, campaigns, the 
far right and the far left in Europe, political violence. Before academia, 
she worked as a political communications expert, drawing her experience 
form the French private sector (Agence Verte, Paris) and the Greek 
government. 
  
Plutarchos Sakellaris is Professor of Economics and Finance at the Athens 
University of Economics and Business. His research spans 
macroeconomics, corporate finance, banking, and education. He has 
published on the topics of corporate investment, banking, systemic risk, 
business cycles, economic growth, and human capital. He was previously 
Associate Professor (with tenure) and Assistant Professor in the 
Department of Economics at the University of Maryland at College Park, 
an Economist at the Federal Reserve Board, and a Research Associate at 
the US Census Bureau. He has held visiting positions at various 
Universities and the European Central Bank. He completed his 
undergraduate studies at Brandeis University and his doctoral studies at 
Yale University. He also serves as Independent Non-Executive Director 
(INED) and Chairman of the Audit Committee at Cepal Hellas, and as 
INED, Chairman of the Remuneration and Nominations Committee and 
member of the Audit Committee at ElvalHalcor. From 2008 to 2012 he 
was Vice President of the European Investment Bank (EIB), where he 
oversaw Risk Management. His responsibilities also included supervising 
financing operations in sub-Saharan African, Caribbean and Pacific 
countries, as well as in several countries under European Union rescue 
programs. Prior to joining the EIB, he held the position of Chairman of 
the Council of Economic Advisers at the Greek Ministry of Economy and 
Finance, of member at the EU’s Economic and Financial Committee and 
Euro Working Group and served as Deputy to the Finance Minister at the 
Eurogroup and ECOFIN Councils. 
 
Georges Siotis has earned his Bachelor’s from the London School of 
Economics, a Masters of Advanced European Studies from the College of 
Europe (Bruges) and his PhD from the Université Libre de Bruxelles 
(ECARES). He joined Universidad Carlos III de Madrid where he is 
Associate Professor teaching Competition Policy (undergraduate) and 
Empirical Industrial Organization (graduate). For the period 2011-2015, 
he was Senior Economic Advisor and Technical Assistance Coordinator 
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(for Labour and Welfare policies, Social Security, Innovation) in the EU 
Commission Task Force for Greece. During 2008-2011, he was a member 
of DG Competitions Chief Economist Team, where he worked on the 
development of horizontal policies actively participating in merger, 
antitrust, and state aid cases. He participated in the EU Commission’s 
Sector Inquiry of the EU Pharmaceutical Industry. In addition to his 
academic job, he is currently an associate consultant with Compass 
Lexecon. His research focuses on the empirical analysis of competitive 
processes. He has written numerous papers on competition policy and 
industrial organisation published in peer reviewed academic journals.   
 
Dimitris Skalkos graduated from the Department of Political Science and 
International Studies of Panteion University and holds a master’s degree 
in International Relations from the University of Kent. Since 2004, he has 
been working for the Management Organization Unit of Development 
Programmes S.A. as an executive on the EU co-financed programmes. Mr 
Skalkos has served for several years as an adviser to the Ministry of 
Environment, Spatial Planning and Public Works, the Ministry of 
Agriculture and the Ministry of Economy and Development. He has 
authored four books on political theory, economic reform and regional 
development and has published numerous research papers in academic 
journals. In the period 2019-2024, Mr Skalkos has served as General 
Secretary for Public Investments and Partnership Agreement at the 
Ministry of Development and Investments, a member of the Greek 
National Resilience and Recovery Plan Steering Committee, and a 
member of the Board of Directors of the Hellenic Development Bank. He 
is currently serving as the Secretary General for International Economic 
Affairs in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and as the Chairman of Enterprise 
Greece SA. 
 
Vassilis P Tzevelekos is a senior scholar and academic with the University 
of Liverpool specialising in Public International Law and International 
Human Rights Law. He is co-founder and Co-Editor-in-Chief of the ECHR 
Law Review (Brill); member and former Vice-Chair of the UN Human 
Rights Council Advisory Committee; member of the UN Human Rights 
Council Working Group on Communications; and member of the Council 
of Europe’s European Committee for the Prevention of Torture.  
 
Chris Uregian is a civil servant at the European Commission, currently 
working on urban and regional policy. In the past he has worked on euro 
area economic, fiscal and financial policy issues. Previously he was an 
advisor to successive Greek Ministers of Finance between 2011-15 on 
fiscal policy and structural reforms in the context of the first and second 
economic adjustment programmes. Between 2006-11 he was an analyst 
in the World Bank’s Europe and Central Asia department working on 
micro-economic and financial sector reforms in several countries. He 
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holds a BSc degree in Economics from the London School of Economics 
and a Master’s degree in Public Affairs (MPA) from Princeton University. 
 
Nicolas Véron cofounded Bruegel in Brussels in 2002-05, joined the 
Peterson Institute for International Economics in Washington DC in 2009, 
and is currently employed on similar terms by both organizations as a 
Senior Fellow. A graduate of France’s Ecole Polytechnique and Ecole des 
Mines with earlier experience in the French government and private 
sector, he is also an independent board member of the global derivatives 
trade repository arm of DTCC, a financial infrastructure company that 
operates on a non-profit basis. Véron’s policy research focuses on cross-
border finance. He has long advocated supervisory integration in Europe, 
including banking union (for which Bloomberg Markets included him in its 
yearly global “50 Most Influential” list in 2012), anti-money laundering, 
and capital markets supervision. 
 
Nikos Vettas is the General Director of the Foundation for Economic and 
Industrial Research - IOBE since 2013 and Professor of Economics at the 
Athens University of Economics and Business (AUEB) since 2003, where 
he has also served as the Chairman of the Economics Department and a 
member of the University Council. He holds a Ph.D. from the University 
of Pennsylvania, USA, and has been an Associate Professor at Duke 
University, USA, and a visiting Professor at INSEAD in France and 
Singapore. He serves as Associate Editor of the International Journal of 
Industrial Organization, a Research Fellow at CEPR, UK, and a member 
of the Executive Committee of the European Association for Research in 
Industrial Economics. He has served as an Associate Editor of the Journal 
of the European Economic Association and the Journal of Industrial 
Economics, a member of the Hellenic Competition Commission and the 
Economic Advisory Group for Competition Policy at the European 
Commission. He is a co-organizer of the annual Conference for Research 
on Economic Theory and Econometrics, since 2002. His research has been 
published in leading journals such as the International Economic Review, 
European Economic Review, Rand Journal of Economics, and the Review 
of Economic Studies. Co-editor of Beyond Austerity: Reforming the Greek 
Economy (MIT Press, 2017). Vice-Chairman of the Growth Plan 
Committee of the Hellenic Republic for the Greek Economy, 2020. 
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